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Abstract
Pakistan is one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, and the 2025 floods
caused widespread destruction across multiple provinces, displacing millions of people and
exposing deep gaps in disaster management and governance. X has become an important
platform for Pakistani individuals and international observers to share their thoughts,
complaints, and concerns on the floods and the government’s response, since social media
has evolved as a vital arena for public expression during crises. This study uses Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) to investigate how public opinion was formed and conveyed on
X during the floods in Pakistan in 2025. Van Dijk’s (2006) socio-cognitive method and
Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimensional model were applied in tandem to gather and examine
100 English-language tweets. Van Dijk’s ideological square was utilized to investigate how
X users positioned themselves as suffering citizens against a government they believed to be
careless and corrupt, while Fairclough’s model was employed to investigate language at the
textual, discursive, and social practice levels. According to the analysis, public debate on X
during the 2025 floods was highly critical of the government and state institutions, with
individuals continuously portraying the catastrophe as the result of corruption, political
failure, and poor management rather than just natural reasons. The results show that X serves
as a strong counter-public forum where common people employ language, hashtags, and
emotional expression to demand accountability, shape narratives, and affect how the public
perceives crises and Pakistani administration.
Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, public opinion, social media discourse, disaster
communication, government accountability.
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1. Introduction
Floods and other natural disasters do not just change the way land looks; they also
change the social, political, and intellectual environment of the societies they
affect. When disaster hits, language is a key way for communities to deal with
loss, figure out who is to blame, come together, and question the stories told by
those in power. In the digital age, social media sites like X have become the main
places for this kind of real-time, interactive conversation. They allow people to
voice their opinions at a speed and on a scale that has never been seen before (Gong
et al., 2021). This study looks at this phenomenon in the context of the floods in
Pakistan in 2025, looking at how X users used language to shape public opinion
during one of the worst natural and political disasters in the country’s recent
history.

It is well known that Pakistan is prone to tragedies caused by climate change.
It is one of the most flood-prone countries in the world because it is located where
monsoon patterns, glacial melt zones, and river systems all meet. The most
vulnerable people in the country also have to deal with the effects of flooding
because of how its society and infrastructure are set up (NDMA, 2025; UNICEF,
2025). In this situation, conversations on social media during floods are not just
reactions to the disaster; they are also a place where ideas about government,
responsibility, fair climate change, and human worth are actively formed. Through
a detailed Critical Discourse Analysis of flood-related X material, this study aims
to shed light on these formations and add to the growing body of research on digital
disaster communication and the linguistic aspects of public opinion in crisis
situations.

There have been some of the worst floods in known history in Pakistan. The
2022 floods, which covered a third of the country’s land and forced over 33 million

people to leave their homes, are the worst example. The 2025 floods, which are
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used as examples in this study, happened at a time when institutions were still
weak, people were not ready for disasters, and climate uncertainty was getting
worse. The floods of 2025 destroyed many homes, farms, infrastructure, and ways
of making a living in Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan,
among other provinces. They caused a humanitarian crisis that pushed the limits
of what the government and civil society groups could do (NDMA, 2025;
UNICEF, 2025).

The political situation at the time of the rains in 2025 was also very
important. Pakistan was going through a period of severe political instability,
marked by widespread public disillusionment with government institutions, a
greater awareness of institutional failure following the 2022 floods, and more and
more people using social media as a main platform for political expression and
criticism. X in particular had become an important place for public conversation
because it let politicians, reporters, activists, academics, and regular people talk to
each other live. According to Sani et al. (2025) and Thakur (2023), X was a place
where people shared important information, talked about their feelings, criticized
politics, helped others, and argued about ideas during the floods of 2025. This
created a rich and complicated discursive landscape that deserves a systematic
scholarly analysis.

According to Fairclough (1995) and van Dijk (2006), Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) is a great way to look at this discursive landscape because it is
meant to look into how language, power, and ideology work together in social
settings. In contrast to approaches that see language as a clear way to share
already-formed ideas, CDA sees discourse as an important part of society a way
that social realities, power relationships, and ideological formations are created,
maintained, and contested. When used on X during the floods of 2025, CDA lets

the researcher look deeper into individual tweets to see how language choices,
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rhetorical strategies, and patterns of discourse shape a certain view of
accountability, victimhood, solidarity, and political responsibility as a whole.

1.1. Statement of the problem

Even though there is more and more study on how people use social media to talk
about disasters, there are still big holes in our knowledge of how public opinion is
formed on X in Pakistan during crises. Existing research has mostly looked at
quantitative sentiment analysis, which looks at emotional tone and thematic
patterns in large amounts of data. It has not looked into the specific linguistic and
ideological ways that tweets and threads make sense, assign blame, and get people
involved (Yetimoglu & Adali, 20257). Also, most of the research that has been
done so far has not looked at the ideological aspects of X conversations about
floods. It has not looked at how people’s language choices not only reflect their
pre-existing opinions, but also actively shape, reinforce, and spread certain
ideological formations about things like social solidarity, climate justice,
institutional accountability, and government.

This study aims to perform a systematic Critical Discourse Analysis of X
discourse during the 2025 Pakistan floods, investigating the linguistic strategies,
rhetorical devices, and ideological constructs that shaped and disseminated public
opinion on the platform. This study employs Fairclough’s (1995) three-
dimensional model and van Dijk’s (2006) socio-cognitive framework to analyze a
dataset of 150 tweets, aiming to elucidate how language selections at the textual
level mirror and perpetuate wider discursive and ideological constructs at the
societal level. This research enhances both the academic comprehension of
disaster communication and the practical insight into the formation of public
opinion in digital contexts during crisis.

1.2. Research Objectives

e To identify key themes and narratives shaping public opinion.
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e To examine how language, hashtags, and emotional expressions
influence perceptions of government response, relief operations, and
disaster impact.

1.3. Research Questions

1) Which key themes and narratives emerge in X discussions about the
floods?
2) How do language, hashtags, and emotional expressions influence public
perceptions of government response and relief efforts?
1.4. Significance of the Study

This study contributes to the growing body of research on digital disaster discourse
by examining how people communicate about floods on X within the Pakistani
context. It addresses a gap in CDA-based research on social media discourse in
Pakistan, a country highly vulnerable to climate-related disasters. The study also
demonstrates the value of integrating Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimensional
model with van Dijk’s (2006) socio-cognitive framework to examine discourse at
linguistic, discursive, and ideological levels. Methodologically, it offers a
framework that can be applied to future research on digital crisis communication.
Practically, the findings may help policymakers, humanitarian organizations, and
crisis communicators better understand public concerns, demands for
accountability, expressions of solidarity, and perceptions of responsibility during
disasters.

2. Literature Review

Gunawong et al. (2019) examined the utilization of X by public and private entities
for disaster management purposes. The study, employing a mixed-method
approach, revealed that public organizations frequently disseminate less
information due to legislative limitations, whereas private firms similarly
underutilize X as a vehicle for multidirectional communication. The study

highlights that the type of organization and its decision-making processes affect
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the efficacy of X utilization during crises. These findings underscore X’s extensive
potential for public discourse, demonstrating that, in addition to organizational
communication, individuals and communities may utilize the platform to articulate
viewpoints, disseminate updates, and galvanize collective awareness during crises.
This knowledge is essential for examining how X threads and user-generated
dialogue influence public perceptions and narratives during the 2025 floods in
Pakistan.

Yaasir et al. (2023) examined the utilization of X during natural catastrophes
for news distribution and public awareness, contrasting user behavior and
geospatial content in Indonesia and the United States. The study emphasizes that
X users share updates, photographs, and information regarding impacted regions,
offering immediate insights into catastrophe realities. It underscores that users’
interactions, such as retweets and responses, promote the dissemination of
contextual knowledge and collective comprehension. The study indicates that geo-
location data derived from tweets can aid in delineating disaster effects and
responses, although user behavior shown no significant variation based on
educational attainment in the examined nations. This study illustrates X’s potential
as a medium for situational awareness, community involvement, and collective
opinion formation during crises, underscoring the necessity for additional CDA-
based research to examine the ideological and narrative aspects of this discourse.
Rao et al. (2025) examined the discursive construction of the 2025 flood disaster
by Pakistani and Indian English newspapers through Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) and Fairclough’s three-dimensional model. Despite concentrating on print
media instead than social media, the study’s results are significant for
comprehending how language shapes public perception and influences disaster
narratives. The study reveals that Pakistani media depict floods as humanitarian

crises, including emotive language, passive voice, and crisis-focused storylines to
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emphasize vulnerability, climate risk, and governance issues. In contrast, Indian
publications highlight administrative oversight, technological proficiency, and
institutional responsibility. Both contexts predominantly depend on elite sources,
so marginalizing the voices of affected groups. These findings underscore how
textual selections, discursive practices, and socio-cultural circumstances influence
public comprehension, illustrating the potency of language in shaping collective
perception during crises. These patterns can be used to social media analysis,
where tweets and threads utilize framing techniques, narrative focus, and emotive
language to shape public opinion and involvement.

Akhtar (2025) analyzed the influence of several media such as television,
newspapers, radio, and internet platforms on public awareness, attitudes, and
behaviors about climate change in Pakistan. The research emphasizes the capacity
of media content to frame environmental hazards, convey scientific knowledge,
and galvanize societal engagement. Despite obstacles like sensationalism and
disparate access to information, media is demonstrated to be a potent instrument
for shaping public perception and encouraging proactive action. The research
covers several media channels, with insights pertinent to social media platforms
like X, where swift distribution and engaging dialogue enhance public knowledge
and mood during disasters such as the 2025 floods.

Raza et al. (2025) examined the representation of the 2025 floods in
Pakistani media utilizing framing and agenda-setting theories. The research
utilizes qualitative document analysis of 300 media texts from five mainstream
sources to examine causal attribution, actor depiction, impact reporting, and
narrative structures. Research indicates ongoing sensationalism, political
scapegoating, and inadequate representation of local community viewpoints, as
well as contradictory narratives between climate change and nationalist

interpretations (Raza et al., 2025). The study highlights the media’s dual function
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in influencing public perception, crafting crisis narratives, and mirroring structural
vulnerabilities. These findings are especially important for comprehending the
creation of public opinion on platforms such as X, where media framing interacts
with user-generated discourse, tweets, and threads to shape collective perspectives
and societal reactions during crises.

Asfandyar et al. (2025) investigated the function of social media in
enhancing climate change awareness in Pakistan, emphasizing its ability to
educate, mobilize, and shape public opinion. The work highlights that platforms
such as X, along with other social networks, enable dynamic environments for
narrative formation, allowing users especially adolescents and university students
to share experiences, articulate concerns, and engage in collective action. The
study delineates the impact of online content strategy, digital activism, and social
media influencers on public opinion, while also acknowledging issues such
misinformation, algorithmic biases, and disparate access. The results highlight the
capacity of social media to enhance environmental knowledge and pro-
environmental actions, reinforcing the notion that X threads and conversations are
essential tools for comprehending public attitude and engagement during
emergencies.

3. Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research design grounded in Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) to examine the ideological and rhetorical construction of flood-
related discourse on X in Pakistan. The study uses a purposively selected corpus
of publicly available X posts related to major flood events in Pakistan, with posts
selected on the basis of their relevance to flooding, government response, political
accountability, public suffering, and recurring narratives of institutional or cyclical
failure. The data were collected from X using relevant keywords, hashtags, and

flood-related terms and were subsequently compiled, organized, and coded for
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systematic analysis. Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of CDA was employed
as the primary analytical framework, enabling analysis at the levels of textual
features, discursive practices, and broader sociopolitical contexts. At the textual
level, attention was given to lexical choices, modality, pronoun use, evaluative
expressions, metaphors, and rhetorical strategies. At the level of discursive
practice, the study examined patterns of representation, attribution of
responsibility, intertextuality, and the circulation of political narratives. Finally,
the sociocultural dimension focused on the ideological structures underlying
representations of state responsibility, public suffering, political failure, and
disaster governance. The selected posts were thematically coded and interpreted
to identify recurring discursive patterns and ideological constructions. The
analysis therefore seeks to demonstrate how flood-related discourse on X
functions not merely as a means of communicating disaster-related information
but also as a digital space for constructing political accountability, collective
memory, and interpretations of recurring institutional failure.
4.  Data Analysis
4.1. Critical Discourse Analysis of Selected Tweets
Tweet 1 @Chaudhary_Talks (Aug 21, 2025)

Tl@Chaudhary Talks, Aug  Pakistan’s Shame: 2010 Floods, 15 yrs on.

21, 2025 Angelina Jolie’s report exposed elite’s
opulence vs public suffering. Sadly,
nothing’s changed. Still same story of
corruption, inequality & suffering masses

#Pakistan #Floods #ReformNeeded

This tweet begins with the evaluative noun phrase ‘Pakistan’s Shame,’ serving as
a thesis statement that contextualizes the entire discourse in ethical terms. The

apostrophe structure attributes the disgrace to the nation, establishing a communal
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condemnation. The historical reference to 2010 and the mention of Angelina
Jolie’s report function as intertextual anchors, indicating that the present problem
is not an outlier but rather a continuation of a longstanding pattern. The adverb
‘unfortunately’ and the sentence ‘nothing’s changed’ utilize evaluative language
that conveys a sense of systemic failure and despair. The hashtag #ReformNeeded
functions as a discursive activity, positioning the tweet into a wider advocacy
dialogue.

In the realm of social practice, the dichotomy of ‘elite opulence vs public
suffering’ exemplifies van Dijk’s (2006) ideological square the elite as a privileged
out-group and the people as a wounded in-group. The tweet articulates an
ideological stance asserting that the state caters to the elite instead of the populace,
so promoting a counter-hegemonic narrative that frames civilians as victims of
systemic inequity rather than natural calamity.

Tweet 2 — @khan_raheeba (Aug 28, 2025)

T 2@khan raheeba, Aug In Pakistan, floods have stopped being
28, 2025 natural disasters. They’ve become a tradition
of excuses: rain, deaths, outrage, promises,
silence, repeat. Year after year, no
resignations, no reforms. Mismanagement
isn’t an error here, it’s the governance model

itself.

This tweet illustrates a highly advanced discursive strategy in the dataset the
recontextualization of floods as a political rather than a natural occurrence. The
introductory statement categorically redefines floods as socially created
phenomena rather than natural calamities. The colon-introduced list (‘rain,

fatalities, outrage, promises, silence) employs enumeration and rhythm to create a
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cyclical narrative of governmental failure, with ‘repeat’ serving as a succinct
ending that underscores the perpetual, irreparable character of the pattern.

The concluding statement ‘Mismanagement is not a mistake in this context;
it is the governance paradigm itself® holds analytical importance. The tweet
employs the rhetorical tactic of antithesis (mistake vs model) to elevate its critique
from personal failure to a systemic condemnation. This discourse situates
governance as the ideological mechanism that generates pain, referencing
Fairclough’s (1995) concept that discourse perpetuates power structures rather
than just mirroring them.

Tweet 3 — @DrlkramulHaq (Sep 8, 2025)

T3@DrlkramulHaq, Sep 8, The lesson of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro
2025 is that even the greatest civilizations can
fall to floods. The lesson of modern
Pakistan may be even harsher: that
incompetence, corruption, and denial kill
faster than climate change. If
accountability does not replace excuses,
Pakistan will remain trapped in an endless
cycle of disaster, pleading for sympathy

while its people drown.

This tweet is one of the most linguistically and ideologically profound in the entire
collection. The historical comparison of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro two ancient
civilizations obliterated by floods serves as an apocalyptic warning,
contextualizing Pakistan’s present situation within a civilizational framework. The
comparable phrase ‘may be even worse’ creates rhetorical escalation, implying

that contemporary negligence poses a greater threat than historical floods. The
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tricolon ‘incompetence, corruption, and denial’ consolidates culpability across
institutional, ethical, and psychological facets.

The expression ‘pleading for compassion while its people drown’ serves as
a pointed ideological construct: it portrays the Pakistani state as seeking
international victimhood while simultaneously neglecting its own inhabitants — a
manifestation of discursive hypocrisy. This tweet portrays the state as both inept
and deceitful, firmly establishing van Dijk’s (2006) ideological square: the state
(out-group) is depicted as corrupt and negligent, while the populace (in-group) is
portrayed as suffering and forsaken.
Tweet 4 — @AIliHZaidiPTI (Sep 10, 2025)

T4@AliHZaidiPTI, Sep 10, 2025  Pakistan isn’t drowning because of rain,

it’s drowning in negligence. $11bn
pledged after 2022 floods, less than
$3bn used. Bunds broken, crops lost,
farmers betrayed. It’s not an act of God,

it’s betrayal by the ruling class!

The initial antithesis ‘not dying due to rain, but drowning in neglect’ executes the
same rhetorical strategy, reconceptualizing natural calamity as a political failure.
The recurrence of ‘drowning’ establishes a metaphorical connection between the
actual floods and the symbolic political crises, so strengthening the tweet’s
ideological reframing approach. The utilization of specific facts ($11 billion
committed, less than $3 billion utilized) substantiates the ideological assertion
with practical proof, enhancing the legitimacy and urgency of the critique.

The ultimate allegation ‘betrayal by the ruling class’ employs a clear class-
oriented ideological framework, characterizing the floods as a result of intentional
neglect by the elite. The exclamation mark enhances emotional intensity,

converting the remark from analysis to accusation. At the level of discursive
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practice, the tweet’s conciseness, impactful syntax, and absence of hashtags
indicate a self-assured, authoritative speaker who does not require hashtags to
engage listeners the argument’s potency serves as the mobilization mechanism
itself.

Tweet S — @Diplomat APAC (Sep 29, 2025)

TS5@Diplomat APAC, Sep  In July, just as floods were ravaging northern
29, 2025 parts of the country, Pakistan cut its overall
government budget — but made room for a 20

percent increase in defense funding.

This tweet from a global media organization use factual contrast as a rhetorical
tool. The temporal conjunction ‘just as’ is essential — it aligns two events to create
a poignant irony: when floods ravaged northern Pakistan, the government
augmented defense expenditures. The passive voice (‘floods were ravishing’)
obscures human agency in the natural calamity, whereas the active voice in the
second clause (‘made room for a 20 percent increase’) highlights intentional
human decision-making. The grammatical distinction passive calamity, active
decision strengthens the tweet’s ideological assertion that the government is
implicated in the suffering by prioritizing military expenditure over flood aid. This
is an international media perspective that contributes to the counter-hegemonic
narrative, portraying Pakistani governance as fundamentally disconnected from
the concerns of its populace.

4.2. Discursive Framing of Governance and Infrastructural Failure

The second principal theme includes tweets that ascribe flood damage directly to
infrastructural failures, inadequate water management, deforestation, and
insufficient disaster preparedness. In contrast to Theme 1, which emphasizes

overarching political accountability, these tweets engage in a more technical and
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causal analysis, portraying floods as the foreseeable consequence of decades of
infrastructural dereliction.
Tweet 6 — @HamzaCh27 (Aug 27, 2025)

T6@HamzaCh27, Aug 27, 2025 Why Pakistan suffer from floods?

Excessive cutting of trees in North
due to timber mafia. Encroachments
on land within water channels.
Housing societies on banks of river
by illegal capture. Lack of water
reservoirs. Poor drainage system. In
our case, it is more man made

disaster.

This tweet utilizes a question-and-answer format typical of explanatory discourse.
Why does Pakistan suffer from floods?’ serves as a discursive device, establishing
the speaker as an analyst poised to deliver the conclusive response. The subsequent
enumeration of structural factors deforestation, encroachment, unlawful
development, insufficient reservoirs, and inadequate drainage collectively
supports the assertion that floods are a man-made rather than a natural occurrence.
The fragmented list structure, with each reason presented on a separate line,
emulates the format of a formal report, thereby enhancing the credibility of the
assertions.

The final assertion ‘it is more a man-made disaster’ signifies a definitive
reclassification that reflects the overarching ideological trend throughout the
dataset: floods are framed discursively as failures of governance rather than natural
occurrences. The explicit reference to ‘wood mafia’ and ‘illegal capture’ at the

social practice level incorporates criminal agency into the causal narrative, shifting
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culpability from mere governance failures to the deliberate exploitation of natural
resources for personal profit.
Tweet 7— @DrlkramulHaq (Aug 27, 2025)

T7@DrlkramulHaq, Aug 27, 2025 This is why the constant invocation

of climate change is a fraud. To
insist that Pakistan’s floods are
only the product of a changing
climate is to erase the truth of
decades of graft, negligence, and

deliberate mismanagement.

This tweet constitutes a substantial ideological intervention by contesting the
prevailing climate change narrative and reallocating responsibility to domestic
entities. The term ‘fraud’ is lexically confrontational; it not only challenges the
climate narrative but also implicates its proponents in intentional deceit. The
infinitive phrase ‘to insist... is to erase the facts’ positions climate change
discourse as an act of intellectual obliteration, implicating it in the concealment of
governmental responsibility.

At the level of discursive practice, the tweet’s numbering (1/3) indicates its
inclusion in a prolonged thread, implying that the speaker aims to present a
comprehensive argument rather than a brief response. This indicates a more
deliberate approach to discourse creation, aligned with the tweet’s authoritative
tone. This tweet exemplifies a counter-discourse at the social practice level that
challenges climate determinism as a justificatory narrative for the Pakistani state,
emphasizing accountability as the central analytical framework.

Tweet 8— @YasirNazar77 (Aug 29, 2025)
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T8@YasirNazar77, Aug 29, | Why can’t Pakistan stop floods? There are
2025 815 small and large dams in Pakistan, while
China has 98,000 dams. However, political
interest not allowing large dams to be built.
There is a fear of many times more damage

from floods in the coming years.

This tweet use a comparative statistical approach to build a narrative of political
blockage. The comparison of Pakistan’s 815 dams to China’s 98,000 serves as a
compelling rhetorical strategy that employs numeric disparity to assert an
ideological claim .Pakistan’s infrastructure shortfall is not a question of resources
but rather of political resolve. The expression ‘political interest not permitting’
depicts an active agency (political interest) that intentionally obstructs protective
infrastructure, converting negligence into conspiracy.

The last comment regarding future damage presents a prospective
framework, broadening the discussion beyond the imminent 2025 problem into an
apocalyptic forecast. This tweet reflects a technocratic ideology at the social
practice level, positing infrastructure as the answer and political corruption as the
impediment—an oversimplification of intricate governance issues that
successfully incites public indignation.

Tweet 9 — @umarsaif (Aug 26, 2025)

T9@umarsaif, Aug 26, 2025 Huge floods in Pakistan imminent. Stay
safe.. evacuate on time, take flood
warnings seriously. Besides climate
injustice, Pakistan is a victim of ‘flood
corruption — huge infrastructure

development after floods, just to be
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washed away in next floods. Little long
term planning, use of emergency powers
to feed contractors, huge pilferage in
compensation and rehabilitation

activities.

This tweet is significant for presenting the term ‘flood corruption’ a neologism
that encapsulates a complicated critique of governance in a succinct two-word
expression. By enclosing this term in quotation marks, the speaker indicates its
designation as a novel analytical category, asserting his expertise in identifying a
previously unrecognized phenomenon. The tweet executes a discursive act of
framing by proposing a novel phrase that encapsulates the cyclical exploitation of
flood disasters for monetary profit.

The expression ‘just to be washed away in the next floods’ employs irony to
underscore the futility and intentionality of this corruption: infrastructure is
constructed not to safeguard communities but to divert funds to contractors, with
the tacit acknowledgment that it will be obliterated and subsequently reconstructed
following the next calamity. This discourse establishes a framework of
institutionalized corruption at the social practice level, wherein calamity is not just
mismanaged but also actively leveraged as an economic opportunity by those in
authority.

4.3. Climate Justice Narratives in X Discourse

The final thematic cluster includes tweets that contextualize the 2025 Pakistan
floods within the framework of global climate justice, highlighting Pakistan’s
excessive susceptibility in contrast to its negligible contribution to global carbon
emissions. These tweets utilize statistical facts, international comparisons, and
ethical pleas to portray Pakistan as a victim of global inequity.

Tweet 10 — @CresentGloW (Aug 25, 2025)
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T10@CresentGloW, Aug 25, This is the core of climate injustice.
2025 Pakistan contributes almost nothing to
global emissions yet suffers the deadliest
floods and glacier melts. The world owes

responsibility, not silence. #ClimateJustice

This tweet begins with a definitive noun phrase ‘the root of climate injustice’
,asserting definitional authority and placing the speaker as one who has discerned
the fundamental reality of the issue. The disparity between ‘negligible
contributions’ to emissions and ‘catastrophic floods’ reflects a quintessential
rhetorical strategy in climate justice that highlights moral unfairness through
juxtaposition. The phrase ‘The world owes responsibility, not silence’ is notably
impactful — the verb ‘owes’ redefines climate justice from a moral ideal to a debt
obligation, while the contrast ‘responsibility, not quiet’ implicates the international
community in passive complicity.

This tweet situates Pakistan into a global ideological context that categorizes
the globe into polluters (out-group: affluent nations) and sufferers (in-group: poor
nations such as Pakistan). The hashtag #ClimateJustice links the tweet to a global
advocacy network, illustrating the discursive practice aspect of Fairclough’s
(1995) model: the tweet is created for and disseminated within an international
climate justice discourse community.

Tweet 11 — @jahannzaib_ (Sep 25, 2025)
T11@jahannzaib, Sep 25, 2025 From the devastating floods of
2022 to the heavy rains of 2025,

Pakistan is a living example of
climate injustice. The UN should

urgently implement the Loss and
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Damage Fund — this is a
question of human survival, not

charity.

The expression ‘a living example’ personifies Pakistan, converting the nation into
a corporeal entity that exhibits tangible manifestations of climatic injustice. This
metaphor humanizes the abstract notion of climate injustice, rendering it tangible
and emotionally impactful. The plea to the UN signifies an institutional
perspective  the speaker acknowledges that climate justice necessitates
international government intervention, rather than simply awareness. The
recharacterization of the Loss and Damage Fund as ‘a concern of human survival,
not charity’ constitutes a significant rhetorical shift: it dismisses the patronizing
portrayal of climate financing as mere donor generosity and asserts it as an issue
of rights and responsibilities.

This tweet exemplifies a rights-based climate discourse that contests the
power imbalance between affluent polluting nations and vulnerable developing
states, aligning with van Dijk’s (2006) examination of how discourse can both
challenge and perpetuate ideological constructs.

Tweet 12 — @Ahmad00Ha (Aug 26, 2025)
T12@Ahmad0O0Ha, @ When the floods came last year, Islamabad went

Aug 26, 2025 begging the world for climate aid, crying that
#Pakistan suffers climate injustice. Yet at the same
time, the state itself wages war on its own forests,

destroying natural shields against future floods.

This tweet presents a notable ironic reversal about climate justice, highlighting the
disparity between Pakistan’s global climate activism and its internal

environmental degradation. The verbs ‘begging’ and ‘weeping’ are intentionally

https://jals.miard.org/index.php/jals 49 JALS 4(7) 2026



Constructing Public Opinion in Times of Disaster: A Critical ...

demeaning, framing the Pakistani state’s international climate efforts as
performative victimhood rather than authentic advocacy. The expression ‘wages
war on its own forests’ employs a military metaphor to depict deforestation as an
act of self-sabotage, implicating the state in the creation of the very vulnerability
it purports to endure.

This tweet challenges the simplistic dichotomy of Pakistan as a victim and
affluent nations as perpetrators, presenting a more nuanced ideological stance
where the Pakistani state embodies both victimhood and culpability. This situates
the tweet as a mechanism of internal counter-discourse , a critique aimed not at
global inequity but at home hypocrisy.

4.4. Emotional Expression and Victim Narratives in Public Discourse

The fourth theme cluster includes tweets that emphasize the human toll of the
floods via personal accounts, emotive appeals, and striking visuals. These tweets
are notably abundant in emotive language, first-person narration, and rhetorical
tactics that depict floods as human catastrophes rather than mere policy failures.

Tweet 13— @JavariaFarooqui (Aug 23, 2025)

T13@JavariaFarooqui, Aug 23,2025  Rain droplets appear to be heavy
with the weight of privilege. The
breeze that whispered autumn’s
arrival now carries the load of
crushed homes and lost lives.
Climate emergency, desperation,

and very few drops of hope.

This tweet distinguishes itself from the remainder of the dataset through its use of
poetic and metaphorical language. The initial image ‘rain droplets laden with the

weight of privilege’ serves as an extended metaphor, converting a natural
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occurrence (rain) into a societal issue (privilege), implying that even
meteorological phenomena are entwined with structural inequity. The disparity
between the second sentence’s past tense (‘whispered autumn’s coming’) and
present tense (‘carries the load of destroyed homes’) creates a temporal transition
from innocence to tragedy.

The linguistic selection of ‘crushed dwellings’ instead of ‘destroyed homes’
is noteworthy: ‘crushed’ implies aggression and weight, indicating that homes
were not simply harmed by water but physically overpowered. The final phrase
‘very few drips of hope’ maintains the water metaphor while giving a sense of
delicate optimism. This tweet portrays flood victims as experiencing compounded
suffering, when natural disaster intersects with societal inequality, highlighting the
intersectional aspects of climate vulnerability.

Tweet 14— @FahidaY (Aug 25, 2025)
Tl4@FahidaY, Aug 25, 2025 In #Buner, children’s bodies

floated into fields where their
parents once harvested wheat.
Homes are gone, schools erased.

The state will say ‘monsoon.’

This three-sentence tweet ranks among the most potent in the dataset for its
emotional and ideological influence. The initial sentence employs vivid imagery
children’s bodies adrift in harvest fields to establish a stark contrast between life
(harvest) and death (bodies). The term ‘once’ is crucial: it designates the area as a
site of past productivity that has now become a realm of sadness, conveying a
temporal narrative of loss.

The second line ‘Homes are gone, schools eliminated” — employs
comparable brevity to create a compendium of devastation. The verb ‘erased’ is

significant: in contrast to ‘destroyed’ or ‘damaged,” ‘erased’ implies the
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obliteration of evidence and memory, resonating with extensive critiques of state-
sponsored erasure of communal pain. The concluding statement ‘The state will
say monsoon’ is profoundly impactful in its conciseness. The future tense (‘will
say’) renders state denial as both foreseeable and inevitable, converting it from a
possible reaction into an established outcome. The unembellished use of
‘monsoon’ as a political euphemism criticizes the state’s linguistic approach of
normalizing calamity to avoid responsibility.

Tweet 15 — @DurraniNajeeb41 (Oct 11, 2025)

T15@DurraniNajeeb41, = When the floods came, everything we had was
Oct 11, 2025 washed away. We barely managed to save our
lives on our own. Our children are sick and
suffering from hunger. If the government could
provide some assistance, it would bring us much-

needed relief.

This tweet represents the most direct first-person victim account in the dataset and
possesses considerable analytical significance due to its use of personal testimony
as a means of political assertion. The employment of the collective pronoun ‘we’
throughout positions the speaker as a representative voice of a family or
community, rather than as an isolated individual, thereby enhancing the social
significance of the testimony. The expression ‘on our own’ holds ideological
importance, highlighting the absence of the state during a crisis and framing self-
reliance as an imperative for existence rather than a mere option.

The conditional phrase ‘If the government could provide some aid’ is
significant for its modality; the choice of ‘could’ instead of ‘would’ or ‘should’
indicates considerable ambiguity regarding the government’s ability to offer relief,
much less its willingness to do so. At the level of social practice, first-person

testimony functions as a counter-hegemonic discourse that renders abstract policy
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failures tangible and human, contesting narratives that regard flood victims as
mere statistics rather than individuals.
Tweet 16— @Kkatetlay (Sep 3, 2025)

T16@katetlay, Sep 3, 2025 ‘Families lost their homes, land, livestock

and everything they had worked for,” says
Darya. ‘In many valleys, people were cut off
for weeks, like islands in a vast lake, with
no food or medicine reaching them. That is

collective psychological torture.’

This tweet utilizes embedded reported speech, referencing a specific individual
(Darya) to create a narrative with testimonial authority. The expression ‘like
islands in a wide lake’ is a compelling simile that conveys the geographical
isolation of flood victims as an image of desolationencircled by the very force that
annihilates them. The list ‘homes, land, cattle, and all they had toiled for’ depicts
loss as absolute and cumulative, covering not only worldly belongings but the sum
of a lifetime’s effort.

The last term ‘collective psychological trauma’ holds analytical importance.
The term ‘torture’ is a politically charged expression often linked to purposeful
state violence; its use in the context of flood abandonment frames the
government’s inability to deliver assistance as an act of deliberate malice rather
than mere negligence. This linguistic maneuver at the social practice level
corresponds with van Dijk’s (2006) notion of ideological positioning, portraying
the state as an active agent of pain rather than a mere passive failure.
4.5. Solidarity and Collective Identity in Crisis Communication
The fifth thematic cluster includes tweets that convey solidarity, humanitarian
concern, community resilience, and appeals for collective action. This cluster,

although quantitatively less prominent than the criticism-dominant themes, is
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analytically relevant due to its use of positive affect, communal identity formation,
and humanitarian framing.
Tweet 17 — @Inking_Insights (Aug 31, 2025)

T17@Inking_Insights, Aug 31, 2025 We are witnessing this in the

recent floods in Pakistan, where
charity organizations and citizens
are stepping up to support those
affected. This is what truly holds
societies together in times of crisis,
the invisible human infrastructure

of compassion and solidarity.

This tweet presents a compelling metaphor ‘invisible human infrastructure” — that
repurposes terminology associated with physical infrastructure (roads, dams,
buildings) to characterize the social fabric of compassion and solidarity. The tweet
challenges the state for prioritizing visible physical infrastructure over the
neglected invisible social infrastructure by describing compassion as
‘infrastructure.” The term ‘invisible’ possesses ideological significance; it denotes
something that is both actual and functional yet unacknowledged by official
language.

The tweet establishes a collective subject (‘we’) that includes both the author
and the audience, fostering solidarity through shared observation. At the level of
social practice, civil society (in-group) is regarded as the genuine custodian of
social cohesion, relegating the state (out-group) from its anticipated role as the
principal supplier of crisis assistance.

Tweet 18— @ilmukcharity (Sep 27, 2025)
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T18@ilmukcharity, Sep 27, 2025 They had homes. They had
schools. They had mosques. They
had futures. Then the floods came.
Now more than 33 million people
in Pakistan have lost everything.
Please give generously to help

rebuild Pakistan.

This tweet use anaphora the repeating of ‘They had’ to construct a rhythmic
enumeration of loss that generates emotional intensity. Every reiterated phrase
contributes a dimension to the depiction of a life: domicile (shelter), institution
(education), mosque (religion), future (hope). The intentional grammatical
simplicity of each clause (‘They had X’) emulates the straightforwardness and
wholeness of what was forfeited. The sudden transition to ‘Then the waters came’
creates a narrative disruption, employing a straightforward declarative statement
to signify the moment of disastrous transformation.

The transition from past tense (‘They had’) to present tense (‘have lost’) in
the statistical statement signifies a chronological shift from before to after, framing
the floods as a definitive before-and-after event that irrevocably transformed 33
million lives. The last request (‘Please give generously’) finalizes the discourse
arc transitioning from testimony to mobilization illustrating the tweet’s role as a
medium for humanitarian fundraising communication. This tweet exhibits the
genre of charity appeal speech at the discursive practice level, utilizing emotive

narrative to incite philanthropic action.

Tweet 19 — @EndSoon_9 (Aug 28, 2025)
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T19@EndSoon 9, Aug 28,  Their broken huts speak of shattered dreams.
2025 But we can rebuild what floods destroyed. A
united Pakistan can rise from the rubble. Be

the voice of hope in their silence.

This tweet employs a succession of metaphors that depict resilience and
collaborative recovery as both feasible and essential. The initial picture — ‘broken
huts speak of shattered aspirations’ personifies the physical devastation of
dwellings as a testament, granting expression to inanimate entities. The term
‘shattered’ amplifies the metaphor of fractured aspirations, indicating irreversible
psychological harm rather than simple physical loss.

The adversative conjunction ‘But’ signifies a rhetorical shift from despair to
hope, framing resilience as a deliberate reaction to pain. The expression ‘rising
from the rubble’ serves as a metaphor for resurrection, framing Pakistan’s
rehabilitation as a unified manifestation of national will. The command ‘Be the
voice of hope in their silence’ is significant: it portrays flood victims as voiceless
individuals and delegates the audience the duty of articulating their plight, so
galvanizing readers into activism. This tweet reflects a nationalist solidarity
narrative that portrays Pakistan as a wounded yet resilient collective, capable of
self-healing via togetherness.

Tweet 20 — @TanDhesi (Aug 30, 2025)
T20@TanDhesi, Aug 30,2025 | Devastating to hear from friends and

family about the death and destruction
caused by #floods in the #Punjab and
neighbouring areas in both #India and

#Pakistan. Many people have lost

everything, so I hope central and state
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governments provide urgent relief — now

and in future.

This tweet from a British Member of Parliament is notably different for its framing
of cross-border solidarity and its formal institutional tone. The introductory phrase
‘devastating to hear from friends and family’ forges a personal connection despite
geographical separation, humanizing the catastrophe through social networks. The
direct mention of both #India and #Pakistan holds ideological importance given
their historically tense bilateral relations, framing flood solidarity as a
phenomenon that surpasses political divisions.

The concluding plea to ‘central and state governments’ signifies the
speaker’s political identification, utilizing the discourse of governance
accountability while adopting a tone of optimism rather than reproach. This tweet
exemplifies transnational diaspora solidarity discourse, framing abroad
populations as partners in South Asian disaster relief and as credible advocates in
political matters.

4.5.1. Additional Critical Discourse Analysis of Selected Tweets

The following section presents the Critical Discourse Analysis of fifteen additional
tweets drawn from across the five thematic categories identified in the dataset.
These analyses extend the close reading conducted in Sections 4.2 through 4.6,
providing further evidence of the linguistic strategies, rhetorical devices, and
ideological constructs that characterise public discourse on X during the 2025
Pakistan floods. Each tweet is examined through the combined lens of
Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimensional model and van Dijk’s (2006) socio-
cognitive framework, with attention to textual, discursive, and social practice
dimensions.

Tweet 2 @FearlessWolfess (Aug 27, 2025) Yes — Pakistan is drowning,

both literally and metaphorically. On one side, relentless floods are submerging
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villages, displacing millions, and destroying infrastructure. On the other, the state
is drowning in corruption, mismanagement, and weak governance.
#PakistanlsDrowning #PakistanFloods2025.

5.  Findings & Discussion

The analysis of 100 X posts revealed a complex and predominantly counter-
hegemonic discourse surrounding the 2025 Pakistan floods. Five major themes
emerged: government accountability and political criticism, mismanagement and
infrastructure failure, climate justice and international response, human suffering
and victim narratives, and solidarity, hope, and relief efforts. Collectively, these
themes demonstrate that X users largely challenged the representation of floods as
merely natural disasters and instead constructed them as outcomes of governance
failures, institutional negligence, environmental mismanagement, and broader
climate injustice.

The dominant discourse focused on government accountability and political
critique. Users employed evaluative language, rhetorical questions, metaphors,
sarcasm, and references to financial and historical evidence to criticize political
leaders and state institutions. From the perspective of Fairclough’s (1995) three-
dimensional model, these linguistic choices operated at textual, discursive, and
social levels, transforming individual criticism into a broader discourse of political
accountability. Similarly, van Dijk’s (2006) ideological square was evident in the
construction of an aggrieved citizen in-group contrasted with an incompetent or
indifferent governmental out-group.

The discourse of mismanagement and infrastructure failure further
challenged naturalized explanations of the floods. X users associated the severity
of flooding with inadequate water management, deforestation, weak

infrastructure, and institutional failures, while explicitly identifying responsible
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actors and authorities. This attribution of responsibility reinforced the perception
that the disaster was intensified by human and political decisions.

The theme of climate justice and international response expanded the
discussion beyond domestic governance. Users highlighted Pakistan’s relatively
limited contribution to global emissions while emphasizing its disproportionate
vulnerability to climate-related disasters. References to colonial history and global
inequality further positioned the floods within a broader discourse of
environmental and postcolonial injustice.

Human suffering and victim narratives constituted the most emotionally
charged dimension of the discourse. Personal testimonies, descriptions of
displacement and loss, and graphic representations of victims personalized the
disaster and generated empathy, grief, anger, and moral outrage. These narratives
also strengthened criticism of perceived governmental inaction by foregrounding
the human consequences of institutional failure.

In contrast, solidarity, hope, and relief efforts introduced a humanitarian
dimension to the discourse. Inclusive language, religious appeals, and expressions
of collective responsibility encouraged public participation in relief activities. At
the same time, the prominence of citizens and humanitarian organizations in
providing assistance implicitly highlighted perceived gaps in governmental
response.

Overall, the findings indicate that anger, frustration, and moral outrage were
the dominant sentiments, accompanied by empathy, compassion, and hope.
Language, hashtags, and emotional expressions worked collectively to amplify
criticism, connect individual posts with wider public debates, and shape
perceptions of governmental responsibility. Thus, X functioned not merely as a

platform for reporting the floods but as a contested public sphere in which citizens
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challenged official narratives, assigned responsibility, articulated climate

injustice, documented human suffering, and mobilized solidarity.

6. Future Recommendations

1)

2)

3)

4)

Future studies should conduct longitudinal analyses of flood-related
discourse on X across different disaster events in Pakistan to examine
changes in public discourse, ideological constructions, and rhetorical
strategies over time. Such studies may also explore whether recurring
narratives of cyclical failure function as a form of communal political
memory.

Future research should compare X discourse across different disaster
contexts, including earthquakes, heatwaves, and disease outbreaks.
Cross-national and cross-cultural comparisons, particularly within
Global South contexts, could determine whether the ideological patterns
identified in this study are specific to Pakistan or reflect broader trends
in digital catastrophe rhetoric.

Further research should extend the present CDA approach by
incorporating multimodal analysis of images, videos, infographics,
hashtags, and other visual elements accompanying flood-related posts on
X. This approach could provide a more comprehensive understanding of
how meanings, ideologies, and public opinion are constructed and
circulated during disasters.

Future studies should investigate how audiences interpret and respond to
different discursive and rhetorical strategies used during disaster-related
communication. Interviews, focus groups, surveys, and experimental
methods could be employed to examine audience engagement and the

persuasive or ideological effects of such discourse
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5) Future research could examine disaster-related discourse across multiple
social media platforms, such as Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and
YouTube, to compare how platform-specific affordances influence the
construction and circulation of political and ideological narratives during
crises.

6) Subsequent studies could combine CDA with corpus-based and
computational methods, such as sentiment analysis, keyword analysis,
topic modelling, and network analysis, to identify larger-scale patterns in
disaster-related  digital discourse and complement qualitative
interpretations.
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