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Abstract
This paper aims to analyze the portrayal of Muslims in novels after the 9/11 attacks. This
paper highlights the American narrative about Muslims after the destruction of the Twin
Towers. This study is qualitative and descriptive in nature. A purposive sampling technique
is applied for data collection. Data is taken from primary sources, for example: The Reluctant
Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid, Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie, Home Boy by H. M.
Nagqvi. The results depict that Muslim characters faced several crises following a shift in
Western narratives towards them. The study highlights that the Western world began to focus
on the collective identity of Muslims as terrorists, and individual Muslim identity was
completely ignored. It is concluded that Muslims are seen as terrorists through the Western
lens, and that is how they are treated in Western society and portrayed in literature as well.
The findings have implications in the field of psychology, where society shapes a perspective
of an individual with reference to their position in society, so Muslims are viewed through
the same lens no matter what perspectives and opinions they have as individuals. The present
research also contributes to an ongoing struggle of Muslim characters to prove their loyalty
and innocence.
Keywords: 9/11attacks, portrayal of Muslim, The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Home Fire,
Home Boy, the Twin Towers.
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1. Introduction
Novels are regarded as a mirror of society. It is often considered the true reflection

of a society with its norms, culture and values through writing. A specific age,
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with its true happenings, characters and events, can be reflected through novels.
Being part of literature, novels are considered a window through which we can
view the whole society in one glance. They highlight culture, values, language,
norms, and standards of a society. Novels play the role of a time machine for
humans, as one can see history and past happenings through them. Writers have
a strong influence from whatever is going on around them and portray it exactly
in their writings. Through their writing, a writer represents their society and
culture. The era, with its norms and rituals, has a strong impact on a writer, which
is clearly reflected in their writings. External factors play a vital role in shaping a
narrative presented in any novel. The external factors include cultural practices,
religion, politics, writers’ own experiences, ethnicity, gendered perspectives, etc.
They may portray it in a sarcastic way, in a humorous way or in a serious tone.
Through their character portrayal, they show the characters of the real world.
Novels serve as a platform or a stage for the real-world characters to perform in
the disguise of fictional characters of the novel.

The incident of the 9/11 attacks was widely delineated in the novels from
different points of view. September 11, 2001, is not merely a date or a day on the
calendar, but it is marked as a day with a historical shift. The shift was not
restricted to the outer world of America, but expanded to the internal thoughts of
America. It is the time when the Twin Towers were destroyed, apparently, and
the mentality towards Muslims inwardly. This destruction on a massive scale
creates devastating effects on the minds of the whole Western world towards
Muslims. It was not merely damage to the buildings of the World Trade Center,
but also damage to the reputation of Muslims. “The post-9/11 backlash was
relentless, overwhelming and heartbreaking” (Bakalian & Bozorgmehr, 2009, p.
1). It was the day when hijacked planes attacked the Twin Towers, and animosity

attacked the minds of Western people towards Muslims. This attack not only gave
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a challenge to the economy of America, but also challenged the esteem of
Muslims throughout the world. Al Qaeda not only accepts the responsibility for
the massive destruction, but also provides the Western World a reason to question
the dignity of Muslims. It was the day marked with the shift in the perception of
the Western World for Muslims from innocents to terrorists.

As writers have a great influence of their surroundings in their writings, the
novel, namely “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” (2007), is written by British-
Pakistani writer Mohsin Hamid. The novel portrays the story of a Pakistani
student in America named Changez. It is said that this novel is based on the true
experiences of the writer, as he was a student of the same American University,
i.e. Prinston university which is the university of the fictional character Changez.
The writer himself witnessed the 9/11 event and its consequences on Muslims in
real life. Through his novel, he tries to portray a true picture of American society
and its narrative towards Muslims after 9/11. Changez was a brilliant student and
also worked in an American company. His life was going smoothly as he was
considered at that time a civilized citizen of that society, but his life took a
completely challenging turn after the morning of the 9/11 attacks. He was judged
by the people who considered him noble at first. Through the character Changez,
the writer depicts the harsh reality of American society: how they regard every
Muslim as a terrorist and how their changed narrative about Muslims creates
hurdles for Muslims to survive in that society.

Another Pakistani-British writer, Kamila Shamsie, portrays the after-effects
of 9/11 on Muslims in her novel “Home Fire” (2017). As she also has a British
background, she portrays a real picture of Western perspectives towards Muslims
in her writings. As writers are deeply influenced by their surroundings, she also
has a deep connection with her surroundings, which is also reflected in her

writings. The novel Home Fire revolves around the story of 3 siblings who are
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British-Pakistani. This novel also depicts the problems faced by Muslims in West
world. The novel is considered as a true replica of Sophocles’ Antigone, where a
sister fought for the sacred burial of his brother. The same situation prevailed in
this novel when a character named Parvaiz was declared a terrorist by Britain
because they claimed that he sold his loyalty to the organization of jihadis, so he
is no longer a Western citizen, and his burial is not possible in Britain. Her sister
fought for his right and landed in Karachi for the burial of his brother in Pakistan.
The present study highlights the status of Muslims in the Western world after the
Trade Center’s disaster. Through the selected novels, this study focuses on how
the perspective of Americans changed just after the unfortunate incident. Dhobi
(2020) focuses on the problems and hurdles faced by Muslims in Western
countries for their survival. He carried out almost similar research, where he
explores four novels to go deep down into how Muslims became victims of their
collective identity. Home Boy by H.M. Naqvi presents a narrative about three
Muslim Characters: AC, Jimbo, and Chuck. These characters migrated from
Pakistan to New York City. Naqvi narrates that before the incident of 9/11, all
three characters had been living a relatively carefree life. They were performing
different jobs to be financially stable while enjoying the multicultural
environment of New York City. Then their stable lives took a challenging twist
where everything became uncertain and unstable. These dramatic changes
occurred soon after the incident of 9/11. Their individual identities were
questioned. They were no longer treated as inhabitants of New York, but part of
the Muslim community. They faced extreme racial discrimination and suspicion.
At many points in the novel, they were scrutinized as terrorist, and their presence

in the Western country was stigmatized.
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2.  Literature Review

Alsultany (2013) argues that media not only present the stereotype associated
with Muslims, but it also presents them as being loyal to the US government. In
a narrative, if a Muslim character is presented as a traitor, another Muslim
character in the same drama or series is presented as loyal to the US government.
The reason behind this balance is not that the media really want to showcase the
two different perspectives, but it wants to assert its position as being neutral.
These two-sided perspectives help them save themselves from the accusation of
being racist. The Western media plays a cunning role to promote stereotype
image of Muslims. The media wanted to be called fair and loyal to their
government without violating their public relations with the Muslim
communities.

Abdullah (2015) argues that after the unfortunate incident of 9/11, Muslims
were treated far worse than before. The Muslim communities were stigmatized.
The stereotypical image of Muslim was not only created but affirmed. Muslims
were called rigid, extremist, terrorists and savages. After 9/11, many authors
portrayed Muslims as trapped in the aftermath of the incident. This was the most
heated topic for many books, articles, news reports and novels. Muslim writers
were mainly focused on the drastic change in the lives of Muslims, who had been
living in Western countries for so long. The way they were being discriminated
against by non-Muslim people living in the same community was totally pathetic.
Suddenly, Western people started feeling insecure in the presence of a Muslim;
for them, the presence of a Muslim individual had become a life-threatening
situation. At times, Muslims had become the stigma of terrorism and rigidity in
their beliefs. Abdullah (2015) further explains that a false image of Muslims’

character has been portrayed even in the movies, and it has been firmly rooted in
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the mind of a common man who belongs to the West. In his research, he mainly
focuses on the movies which spread this stereotypical image of Muslims.

Shihada (2015) explores the challenges faced by Muslims after the
unfortunate incident of 9/11 in The Reluctant Fundamentalist, which has a basic
theme of identity crisis. The study states a contrast between the pre- and post 9/11
world. Before the incident, Muslims were treated as ‘Others’, but after the
incident, they lost their individual identity and were always regarded as terrorists.
Every single Muslim living a reputable life in America was suspected of being a
terrorist.

Alwuraafi (2019) explains the orientalist narrative about the Muslim world
after the Twin Towers incident. He explains how Islam and Muslims are
portrayed in literature, especially in novels, after the 9/11 incident. His study
sheds light on the narrative of the Western world about Islam and Muslims merely
based on their assumptions. He argues in his study how false narratives are
associated with Muslims after the tragic incident of the World Trade Center. In
his study, he explores A Novel of Conquest and Personal Triumph, which truly
portrays the false narrative of the West about Islam and Muslims. In the whole
novel, the writer associates all the negative elements such as personal interest,
barbarism, lust and even political intrigue with the Muslim world. He asserted
that Islam 1s a dangerous religion and so Muslims, for instance the followers of
Islam, have bad intentions for the Western world.

Abderrazag and Serir (2022) attempt to deconstruct this stereotypical image
of Muslims as terrorists by researching the Muslim Portrayal in post-colonial
literature. Their study explores The Zero by Jess Walter, which revolves around
how Western literature and the Western media tried to come up with victim
narratives and fabricated a negative perspective against the whole Muslim

community. The Zero strongly negates that all Americans are victims, whereas
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all Muslims are terrorists and fanatics. After the unfortunate event, the Western
world projected a discourse which demonstrated the whole Muslim community
and their religion as rigid, fanatic and a threat to the Western world. This media
discourse really helped them build an entirely negative impression of the Muslim,
no matter where they live and what they think of the 9/11 incident (Rashid et al.,
2025).

Khokhar and Malik (2022) explore the post 9/11 effect on Muslim identity
in Shamsie’s Home Fire in their study. The study sheds light on Muslims'
continuous struggle with surveillance in Britain. This study highlights the
maltreatment of the British community by Muslims, especially after the 9/11
incident. It highlights how Muslims have to leave their cultural norms to fit in the
Western world, and if they carry their norms and values, they are called
backwards and barbaric. The study also focuses on how the appearance of
Muslims, especially women, practice of wearing the hijab are taken as ignorant
activities. Muslims face sarcastic remarks for their appearance in Western culture.
It is highlighted through the character portrayal of Isma, who wore a hijab at the
airport and went through a strict checking procedure although she has a British
identity.

Javed, Haq and Karim (2024) explore how Muslims are misrepresented in
literature, especially after 9/11. In their study, they find character references from
novels: The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Terrorist. Their study highlights how
the Western world changes its narrative about Muslims just after the incident of
September 11, 2001. Throughout their study, they argue about the identity crisis
of Muslims in America just after the Twin Tower attack. The study compares the
pre- 9/11 identity of Muslims and then the post 9/11 identity of Muslims. Muslims

always face criticism and sarcastic remarks from the Western world, and this
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practice goes beyond after the 9/11 attack, when every person with a Muslim
appearance is misrepresented as a terrorist by the Western world.

In the present study, only three Eastern novels were analyzed to investigate
the aftermath of 9/11. The present study only explores the Muslim portrayal in
the novels written by Eastern writers after the destruction of the Twin Towers on
9/11. The main focus is on the challenges faced by the main characters who
belong to Muslim communities. The research was performed only from the
perspective of how authors portrayed the lives of Muslims in the literature,
especially after the devastating event of 9/11. The study is delimited to merely
one angle of analysis rather than explaining it from different angles.

3.  Methodology

The present research is based on a qualitative approach of data collection and data
analysis. Three novels were purposively selected to explore the Muslims
portrayal in literature after the mishap of 9/11. Post-colonial literature was opted
for this purpose. The data sample consisted of three novels from post-colonial
literature: One of the most famous books by Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant
Fundamentalist; Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie; and Home Boy by H. M. Naqvi.
Extensive reading and note-making were used as tools for data collection. From
the three novels, purposive data was collected where the Muslims’ plight was
portrayed after the unfortunate event of 9/ 11. During the data collection, the main
focus was on the changes that Muslim communities went through due to the
disastrous incident. Their lives suddenly became unstable and unexpectedly
entangled in a situation which was almost impossible to get rid of. The thematic
analysis was performed, and all the relevant quotations were gathered as the
sample data. The research deeply scrutinizes the characters and their lives. The

two phases of characters’ lives have been analyzed: pre 9/11 phase and post 9/11
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phase. Moreover, other books, journals and news reports addressing the same
topic were studied for in-depth analysis.

4. Data analysis

This section presents a profound analysis of collected data. The pre- and post 9/11
world of the main characters was studied deeply in the selected novels to identify
the overwhelming changes in their lives. Firstly, the focus is on the pre 9/11 world
so that drastic changes in the characters’ lives can be analyzed clearly.

4.1 Pre and post 9/11 world in The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin

Hamid
In the novel “The Reluctant Fundamentalist’” (2007), Mohsin Hamid provide a
true picture of the effects of the 9/11 event on Muslims. In his writing, he
compares pre 9/11 world with post 9/11 world and the effect of these two
scenarios on Muslims. The writer himself has a British background and, through
his deep observation, portrays the real perception of Americans of Muslims. A
writer is a keen observer of their society and, through his art of writing, paints a
clear picture of that particular society. Mohsin Hamid also knit the plot of his
novel based on his personal experiences. He viewed the change in the ideology
of the Western World regarding Muslims so deeply that he framed it exactly in
his novel through his fictional character Changez. The novel overall viewed the
life of Muslims before the Twin Towers attack and the crises Muslims face
regarding their identity after the 9/11 incident. viewed the whole Muslim
community through a single lens, which views them as terrorists.

Before the incident of the attack on the Twin Towers, Changez was a true
lover of America and inspired by the American dream. But his life and
perspective changed just after the morning of September 11, 2001. In the very
beginning of the novel, Changez met a stranger in Lahore and said, “Do not be

frightened by my beard’” (2007, p.5). This statement shows how Muslims are
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treated by Americans based on their appearance. As a beard is considered a
symbol of jihadis for Americans, every Muslim who has a beard or any kind of
resemblance to any jihadist organization is considered a terrorist by Americans,
even in the Western world. In his story, Changez shared about the change in
behavior of every American, whether they are his colleagues or his beloved, just
after the attack on the World Trade Center. He thought about how fast the
narrative of these progressive Americans changed for Muslims. Even through
their physical appearance, they are considered terrorists. As identified by Mohan
G. Ramana (2010), Changez struggles for his identity while sitting in his
girlfriend’s house, and he is being treated as “others”. This generates an identity
crisis in the character of Hamid. So, by the comparison of these two scenarios in
the same society, Hamid sheds light on the conservative lens of Americans. He
highlights through his characters how even literature gets influenced by the
ideology of the Western World. Even in literature, characters are portrayed who
are facing identity crises just because of the conservative ideology of Americans
towards Muslims.

4.2 Portrayal of Muslims in Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie

Kamila Shamsie is a Pakistani-British writer who has a strong influence of British
society on her writings. Through her writings, she sheds light on the ideologies
of the Western World. In her novel “Home Fire” (2017), she portrays a true
picture of the aftermath of 9/11 on Muslims in Western countries. This particular
novel is regarded as a replica of Sophocles’ Antigone. It is a story of 3 siblings
with a British background who are striving for their identity in Western society.
The plot of the novel has a reflection of Antigone as she fought for the sacred
burial of his brother with his uncle. In this novel, the main character, Isma, also
raised her voice for the burial of his younger brother, Parvaiz, who was not

granted permission to be buried in Britain. She then came to Karachi for the burial
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of his brother in Pakistan. This novel highlights how Muslims are treated by
Britishers after the 9/11 incident.

In the beginning of the novel, Isma is at the airport and going to miss her
flight. (2017, p.10). She is encountering a very strict interrogation by the officers
at the airport because she is Muslim. The officer recognized that she is Muslim
from his appearance. She wears a hijab, which is the representation of a Muslim
woman. She faced a very long interrogation, and she had to prove herself British
to go to Britain. She claimed that she is British. “I am British. I have lived all my
life” (2017, p.11). This highlights religious discrimination of the American nation
towards Muslims. Just because of a piece of cloth wrapped around her head, she
faced many questions from the officers at the airport.

The father, Adil Pasha, was a missing character in the novel as he has no
appearance throughout the novel because he is dead from the beginning of the
novel. His children do not know much about his father. His son Parvaiz was easily
manipulated by an ISIS agent, namely Farooq, because he said his father was a
hero; a warrior. He said he had heard “stories of great warrior Abu Parvaiz”
(2017, p.98). When Parvaiz asked for his father’s name that his name was not
Abu Parvaiz, but Adil Pasha. He replied that it is “French, for “jihadi name”.
(2017, p.98). Then he was easily manipulated by the jihadi organization and
became a member of it in Ruqqga. After sometimes, he came to know the reality
of that organization and wanted to leave. He planned to escape from ISIS, but he
was fired by Farooq. Her sisters wanted to bury his body in Britain, but Britain
does not allow his burial because they considered him a terrorist who sold his
loyalty to the jihadis. He was declared a Traitor by Britain. Then her sister came
back to Pakistan for his burial. This highlights how Muslims are considered
terrorists by Britain and how jihadis even manipulate Muslims for their purpose.

Britain has a single fixed and same lens to see the whole Muslim world, so that
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even a naive Muslim who is being manipulated and having a British identity is
regarded as a traitor. In short, in fiction, only such characters are portrayed for
Muslim representation who have the physical appearance of jihadis or such
characters who have an element of deception in their nature. This shows the
conservative ideology of progressive Britain for Muslims.

4.3 Pre and post 9/11 world in Home Boy by H. M. Naqvi

Home Boy by H. M. Naqvi painted a crystal-clear picture of the after-effects of
9/11 on the lives of Muslims. Nawab et al. (2025) distinguish between pre and
post 9/11 conditions for the Muslim Communities. They apply the theory of social
psychology to explore this racial discrimination in Home Boy by H.M. Nagqvi.
The main character, Chuck, along with his two friends, is presented as the key
victim of this incident. They were Pakistani immigrants who migrated to New
York due to its alluring multicultural society having freedom and liberty of
thought. The main character was trying hard to become a bona fide local of New
York City. He, with his two friends, has been living a life of fun and freedom.
They used to have some Western friends as well. Chuck (Shazad) used to be
proud of this Western identity. They called themselves “boulevardiers,
raconteurs, renaissance men” (Naqvi, 2009, Ch 1, para 1). They had confidence
in the plurality of their identity. After spending 4 years in New York City, Chuck
no longer feels alienated. He has started considering himself as part of this culture
and started owning the city: “I’d since claimed the city and the city had claimed
me” (Naqvi, 2009, Ch 1, para 4). All three friends were respected and treated as
being privileged in society. They used to have reliable jobs, financial stability,
enjoying relations even with native people. They were considered socially
acceptable and were growing in terms of their education and jobs. The way Chuck
Shazad secured a job after his graduation, it refers to his economic uprising. This

incident also indicates that before 9/11, despite a stereotype associated with
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Muslims, they were used to be bestowed with moderate opportunities in Western
society.

Suddenly, one morning, he finds himself in a world of suspicion and
uncertainty and realizes that he does not originally belong to this Western culture
and country. Being a Muslim, he faces a lot of restrictions, such as loss of job,
unnecessary scrutiny, and racial discrimination at different levels.

“We were arrested, interrogated, thrown into solitary confinement. It was
crazy. They kept saying we were in possession of bomb-making manuals, terrorist
literature. They kept telling us that we were in for life. | was certain that I wouldn’t
see the light of day.”( Naqvi, 2009, Ch 18)

This reference clearly depicts the unexpected consequences of 9/11, which
imposed an unforeseen psychological pressure on Jimbo. He was sent to detention
for the investigation. He was suspected as criminal just because he is Muslim.

In the beginning of the novel, the three friends were full of life, while celebrating
a life of fun, freedom and carelessness. They seem to indulge deeply in the rituals
and norms of Western culture. Earlier, they had been given a socially acceptable
position in the Western world, but later they were alienated. Ahmed and Matthes
(2017) identified how suddenly the social position of Muslim went changed in
the Western world. Muslims were no longer part of their society; they were being
treated as “others”, who were totally out of Western society.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, by reading the literature, a person can experience the highs and
lows of a specific era. The post-colonial literature throws light on the
stereotypical image of Muslims as a race. From the very beginning of time, the
Western world has considered Eastern people as uncivilized, rigid, backward,
conservative, inferior, and underdeveloped. After the incident of 9/11, Muslims

were even stigmatized as terrorists, violent, fanatic, extremist and threatening to
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the survival of humanity. The lives of Muslims individual became way more
critical in the Western world. The people who had been living a peaceful life in
Western countries for so long encountered so many challenges to their
surveillance. They were bullied and interrogated unnecessarily at their
workplaces, at the schools, in the universities, and even at the airports. The
current research explores the challenges and hurdles faced by the Muslim
communities and how it is depicted in the novels. Some novels present them as
innocent people struggling for their dual identity, for example, in the case of
Chuck, Jimbo, and AC in Home Boy. The author feels sympathetic towards the
characters. In the case of Home Fire, Kamila Shamsie explains how innocent
Muslims could be trapped by the terrorist without knowing the repercussions of
their act. The terrorist manipulates them in the name of jihad and Islam. They
misinterpret the orders of Allah to the Muslims with reference to Jihad. In The
Reluctant Fundamentalist, Mohsin Hamid shares his own experiences through the
depiction of his main character. The protagonist, Changez, has so much
confidence in his American identity. Before this incident, American Muslims
used to be proud of their identity as resident of America; however, after the
disaster of 9/11, they seem to regret their decisions. Thus, it is concluded that the
condition of Muslims living in Western countries can be clearly seen through the
portrayal of Muslims in novels.

6. Recommendations and suggestions

Due to the shortage of time and to make the data feasible, the present research is
limited to the Muslim portrayal in the novels written by Pakistani authors only,
after the incident of the Twin Towers. Future researchers can compare the
perspectives of Eastern and Western authors in this regard. A comparative study
of Eastern and Western portrayals of Muslim as victims or guilty would provide

more detailed content on this topic.
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